EARLY INDIAN WARFARE IN SEVIER COUNTY

By J. A. Sharp

From the time of the first settlements ia Sevier Ceunty in
1783 until the end of the sentury Indiam atitaeks and raids were frequeant
here, as elsewhere on the Temnessee froatier. In deseribisg sueh attacks
in Sevier Ceunty Dr. J.G.M, Ramgey, Tennessee's second historian, stated:
"Every spring, every fort, every path, every farm, every trail, every heouse,
nearly, im its first settlement, was onece the seene of danger, exposure,
attaek, expleit, ashisvement, death.” The Kmoxville Gazette, Tennessee's
first newssaper, is the best sostemporary s®iree of vhese early ladian
depredations. Photostatis files of this newspaper in the MeClung Reem
of the Lawson-MeGhee Library, Kmoxville, resords that om Dees. 22, 1792
the entire famidyxuf Riechardsen family, with the exseption of Mr.
Riechardson, eoasisting of Mrs. Rishardseon aand twe echildrea and two
neighbors, lirs. Foster, Miss Sehult, were killed by Indians "er Little
Pigeon, twenty-five miles from this plase.” CR

A similar story, appearing ia the Gazette eof Mareh 23, 1793, is
quoeted: :

"0a Saturday the Yth iastant, James Nelsoa and Thompsen Nelsen
(brothers) were killed and sealped by Indians, on Little Pigeon, about
tweaty-five miles from this plass. The Indians had formed an ambuseade
on & path mear Mrs. Nelson's house. These young men were struek by
eight balls; from whieh it is eonjeetured that there were that aumber
of Indiane; and were headed by a fellew ealled Tewahka, who alse headed
the pary that killed Richardson's family. By this barbarous aand bleedy
deed, an aged mother is bereaved of her only sumpert, in her deeliaiag
years."

Alse, in the same issue of the ¢ld paper: "On Wednesday the
20th iastant, om Pigeomn,... thirty miles frem this »lace, Tayler
was fired om and killed, by & party of Iadians, whe kad formed an ahbus-
eade orn a path ke was travelling, mear a station. The sumber of guns
fired by the Iadians, at that time, was such as te induce the pesple out
of the statiomn te believe it was attacked by a eensiderable party."

The exaet site of the Richardson home is wnknown to this writer,
but it was undoubtedly im Richardsem's Cove. The Nelsen brothers and
their mother alse may have lived in the same "East Ferk" sestion of the
County. Sinee Tayler was killed near a "statiem," this sould well have
been near Wear's Fort at the moeuth of Walden's Creek oa the "West Ferk"
of Little Pigeen; where Colensl K Samuel Wear, Ssvier Ceunty's mest
prominent early xmikk eitizea, settled betweea 1783 amd 1785, and built
his leg house whisk beecame the fort er "station." Later, "statieas,"
@ bleekhouses, for the protection of the settlers, were erseted in
both Riechardsoun's Cove and Jones' Cove, but it is not believed any were
theres in 1793 at the time of the murder of the imissuxbreatiwrmx of the
above Tayler.

On Jume 19, 1793, Wear's Fert was the seene of a major Iadian
raid, and the Gazette of Jume 29, 1793 reperted that "im the might, a
large party of Ladians eame imte Wear's Cove, em Little Pigeen,... and
sut down mueh esra, stvle tem horses, amd killed anmether, killed twe



cowa and three hogs, which they skimmed, fer provisioms, teek sevem bags
of meal eut of Wear's mill and broke sundry parts of it."

Thus it weuld aocpear that the first "Wear's Ceve" was the lower
seetion of Walden's Creek and the valley of the "West Ferk" mear the
mouth of this Creek. Im 1808 Celenel Samuel Wear obtained a Teanessee
grant en an "improvesent and oceupaaey" elaim for almest 500 aeres of
fertile level land whiek extended from the meouth of Walden's Creek up

‘the river almest to the present Pigeen Forge, but if Celonel Wear owaned
land @r lived im the preseat Wear's Valley mo proef of it has beea found.
Pernans the first peeple in Wear's Valley were the Crowsens, and the plasce
was first ealled "Crownson's Cove."

On Jume 21, two days after the attaek on Wear's mill, a small
foree of regular militia uander one "lLieutenant Hemderson," follewed these
Indians and "retook the horses and meal and three of the enemy's guns,
killed twe.... and woumied a third." Appareantly, the Indians resisted
when Lhey saw the small feree of whites commanded by Hondcrun, and nine
ef the militiamen were wounded.

Net satisfied with this result, sixty € the aroused ami angered
Sevier Couaty settlers met, prebably at Wear's Fert, and chose Celenel
Wear to command them. This was the begimming of the Tallassee campaign,
one of the major [adian expiditions of the perioed, and which was composed
eatirely eof Sevier Ceunty men. The use of sueh volunteers in offensive
operations against the Indians had been farbidden by the territerial
goveraor, Williem Bleunt, whe had received his orders from the War
Department of the newly established Uaited States goverasest. Oaly the
regular militia eould be used, and, if used at all, ealy in defensive
operations. Nevertiaeless, YLieutenant Headersen" amd his militiamean
joined the angry and defiant Sevier Ceuaty velumteers umder Colensl Wear,
who, in the words of the Gagette of July 13, 1793, "lameated the teoe
long negleet of suceour from the gemeral govermment of the United States."
Contimuing from the Cazette, this entire foree: ,

"sarehed to the meuntains, where they diseovered several trails,
winding warieus ways, whieh at last terminated ia ome plain beaten path,
leading te Tallassee, a towan situated in the mountains boasted of by the
Indians, as inaceessible teo the white people. Near this town they over-
toek am mumber of Iandians on the Nerth bamk of the Tennessee, When a heavy
fire began on both sides; but the Indians soen leaped iato the river, en
whiskh the white mem ram te the bamk, killed fif teen fellows, and teek
four squaws priseomers, whish they have brought in whkk with them, and
wish to exehange for the preperty taken from them. Duriag the engagement
oen the Nerth, a sharp fire was kept up by the Indians from the Seuth side
of the river. It is to be regretted that a squaw was by aceident killed
in the water."

Colonel Wear's Tallassee expedition doubtless fellowed the
bransh of the Indiam War Path from the Freash Bread that "wemt up the
west ferk of Little Pigeen, and erossed some snall mountaisa,te the
Tuekaleehe towns, amd se on te the Uver-mill villages of the Cherskees.”
Tallassee was an "Uver-kill" tewn oa the Little Teanesses river just



below the present Calderwood. To reach Tallassee from Wear's Fort the
logieal route was through the preseat Wear's Valley, Tuekalesahnee Cove
and Cade's Cove. This was probably the route of the War Path as well
as Colonel Wear and his mem im 1793.

: Indian depredations in Sevier Ceuaty sentinued after the
Tallassee expedition. The Gazetts of May 23, 179 eeatainmed this brief
announsenent: "On Tuedday the Sth iastant Peter Pearsifield wad killed .
by the Indians near Wear's Cove...." Then in the issue of Jume 5, this

sequel eppeared:

0 the lith of last May, Joseph Evans, Thomas Sellers, amd
James Hubbart, junior, set sut ia pursuit of a party of Indians, who had
murdered Pisreifield te take satisfaetion; but mot falliag im upen their
trail, they made tewards Big Telliee town, where they diseovered a large
sncampnent of Indiam warriers; ia the night they weat intc their eamp,
and killed four fellows, asleep on the ground, and imsediately retreated,
and got safe inte the settlement on the 2lst- Evans amd his party were
dressed akd paiated like Iadiams.®

For 157 years this stery of the murder of Peareifield was only
& traditiom im the Cruvsen family of Wear's Valley, but the abeve record
sonfirms the old story. lirs. R.W. Crewsem, age 90, who has lived in
Viear's Valley all of her life, remembers a slightly different and more
detailed version of this story, whish was teld te her by Riehard Crowsea,
her father-in-law. Reeently she stated te this writer that Aarea Crowsen,
father of Riehard Crowson, and 2 man named Pearsifield eame from North
Carelina to Wear's Valley te select hemesteads, and that they, riding on
their horses, were attasked by the Indians in the gap of the mountain on
the old Walden's Creek read. Peareifield was shet, but Crowson eseaped
on his horse down Waldea's Creek te Wear's Fort. Later he and other mean
returned and foumd Peareifield's body whiech was buried omn the Crowson
land im VWear's Valley. Teday an uninseribed stome and a tree marks the
the site of this first grave ia the Crowson family esemetery. -

Very few Indian attasks in Sevier Ceuaty, or elsewhere on the
Tennessee frontier, were reported iz the Gazette after 1795. Sevier's
expeditions against the Lower Cherokee towns im 1793, and Major Ore's
destrustion of Niekajaek and Ruaniag Water almest broke the warlike
spirit of the Cherokee. Yot, the issue of Mareh 6, 1797 sontained the
fellewiag: "Just as this paper was going te the press, we received
information, that on the Lth instant, Themas Skields was killed by the
Indians, in Sevier Ceuaty, as appears by the depositiom ef Armet Shields.
They eut his head msarly off, teok out his bewels, and otherwise shoeking-
ly eut and mangled him."” Themas Shields was a youth who lived with his
pareats, Rdert Shields and NHaney Steekton Shields, early settlers in
the upper Uiddle Creek seetion of the County.

Perhaps the last Iadian wurder ia Sevier Ceunty was im 1800.
Semetime in that year am Indian killed a boy named Tannever Rumyan, whe
is believed te have been the sen of Barfeet Ruayam and Margaret Raube
Runyan, early settlers oa the West Fork of Little Pigeen. MNr. R.i.
Runyan, receatly deceased, remesbered the family traditiem that this
boy was killed in a field while searshing for the family's herses. Againm,



as ia 1793, wsen Celenel Wear led his unauthorized expedition againmst
Tallassee, the arsused and indigaant Sevier County setilers were on
the verge of independent hostile action. The presense of Gevernor
Arehibald Roane, Teanessee's secomnd shief exeeutive, was required to
quieten the peonles.

In 1798 pease was comsummated at Tellicox Bleck-house, where
Gov srnor Johe Sevier and United States ecommissiomers met the Cherokee
kead men. The Treaty of Tellice extended the Temmessee area for white
settlement almest te the junsctiom of the Teanessee and Cliseh rivers.
After thie Sevier County me longer oceupied suek aa expesed pesitionm
on the fromtier, and the peeple wers enabled to lead m more peaceful
lives.



